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Engaging Students, Stimulating Motivation 

and to achieve Self-directed Learning 

Scaffolding students’ self-learning skills in Key Stage 1 

through a School-based English Curriculum



Our beliefs

Students take an important role in the lessons if they

develop habits of learning and self-learning skills.

Scaffolding students’ independent self-learning skills in

English by developing school-based curriculum and

Language-rich Learning Environment Strategy

Objectives



Our English Curriculum Framework

Blended Learning

e-Curriculum

Various self-
learning tools 

Phonics 

Curriculum

Effective Teaching and Learning :

E-learning

Self-learning skills

Catering for learner’s diversity

Student Outcomes: 

Assessments

Learning Needs

Self-efficacy

Motivation

Independent learning
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School-based English e-Curriculum

A school-based e-learning curriculum has been developed since 2014.

To enhance our students’ learning, a set of materials was designed

by our school teachers, titled “Better English Textbook and

Practice”.



Better English Textbook

6

Extended vocabulary is added in order to

enrich students’ vocabulary bank.



Better English Textbook
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Our school-based English e-curriculum scaffolds students’

self-learning skills by using various learning tools such as

mind-mapping, phonics chunking, note-taking skills and self-

assessments. It caters for individual differences and

encourages students to work collaboratively in groups for the

various classroom activities.



Better English Workbook
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For the homework, ‘Better English Practice’ have designed

for students to consolidate their learning.
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Learning devices
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With the developed Blended Learning e-Curriculum,

students can access the e-learning materials at home or with

the provided e-learning devices in the classroom.



e-Resources
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For the e-resources, we have

used different tools to help

students scaffold their self-

learning skills. For examples,

• Interactive e-textbooks

• Online learning games such

as Kahoot, Quizizz, Padlet,

Flipgrid, Socrative

• e-Dictation with self-check

revision platform

• e-Smart platform
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School-based Phonics Curriculum

To provide our students with the building blocks and

foundational skills to learn and speak English, we designed a

school-based Phonics App, Magic Chunking Bee. It is a part

of our phonics curriculum which is used to consolidate

students’ foundational phonics skills.



Key stage one
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Magic Chunking Bee is a systematic and interactive phonics

app which was fully developed by a professional programmer

and two native English Teachers.



Video
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For each letter sound, a teacher’s

demonstration is provided. Students can

watch the video again and again

according to their own learning needs.



Recording
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Students can record their own performance by clicking the

‘Record’ button and they can listen to it again.





Chunking Skills 

Our phonics strategy is based on the Chunk-Check-Cheer

approach. It empowers students to solve their own reading

and spelling problems.

This forms important connection and removes the rote

learning pressure from the students.
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Impact
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Teachers Students Parents

• Systematic phonics 
curriculum

• Enhance teachers’ 
professionalism

• Improve effectiveness of 
teaching

• User-friendly
• Step-by-step chunking 

support
• Consolidate and extend 

their learning
• Interactive 

• Support their child’s 
learning at home

• Learn with their child
• Supported by parents’ 

workshops



20



1. Lesson preview worksheet



1. Lesson preview worksheet



2. Read aloud

Practice makes perfect. Read aloud is

used to encourage students to practise

reading at home. Every time, students

need to invite their friends or family

members to listen to them and give them

feedback instantly.



3. LRLE  English Pass 

It is an incentive scheme to motivate 

students to engage in participating 

English activities  inside or outside 

classroom.
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School-based designed stickers to keep
tracking students’ participation. We
believe that the more opportunities we
create and provide for our students,
the more chances they have to use
English to communicate with others.



4. Self-learning Booklet







Learning outcome

Students have positive reflections of the curriculum.

They enjoy the English lessons more than before.

Primary 1 students gained progress in writing. Previously,

students learn how to write independently in Primary 2 but

after the implementation of our curriculum, our students

are confident in using English to communicate and this is

reflected in their motivation to write in English on their own

starting from Semester 2 of their Primary 1 year.
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Conclusion

For our students, we nurture them with the

foundational skills, thinking skills and self-

learning habits, and encourage them to extend

their learning so that they can become

independent life-long learners.



THE END 


